Teacher’s Notes
Australia in the 1800’s:

Although there is no accompanying activity for this section of the website, students are encouraged to read the information so that they may grasp an understanding of the issues surrounding cultural differences and life in rural Australia leading up to and during Ned Kelly’s time.

So that they may more easily engage in the tasks required by the other topics of this site, the brief information regarding the period of settling and establishment of cultural identities in Australia at the time of Ned Kelly will be of significant help in specifically the Villain vs. Hero activity, as the information provided here allows for deeper thinking and the considering of broader aspects of life for the Kelly Gang.

Ned Kelly’s Background:

This informative Prezi is designed to provide the kids with an interactive activity where they can conceptualise the timeline of Ned Kelly’s life, ultimately understanding the chronology of important events and crimes in his lifetime. 

The children are to individually follow the arrows outlined by the Prezi to understand the chronology of the events, but can then click and drag inside the Prezi to further explore particular concepts. This allows them to control their own learning, and gain a deeper understanding in the particular events that interest them. 

The teacher’s page also includes links to a pop quiz that the students are to complete either while viewing the Prezi (recommended) or immediately afterwards. This ensures the students engage in the activity. It is up to the teacher whether they wish to print out a hard copy so the students can complete it individually while in front of the computer, or allow them to open the file on the computer and type in the answers. The only issue is that the students will have to continually switch between screens with this latter method. 
The Kelly Gang

This page consists of a comparison activity, where the students are to compare the Kelly Gang and family to a contemporary counterpart. The example used on the page is a comparison with The Simpsons, but the students should be encouraged to think of other examples, like The Flintstones. 
Firstly the students are to explore www.glenrowan1880.com for information about the personal lives of the Kelly Gang members and family. Likewise the students could explore www.bailup.com for more information. Using the information contained on these sites, the students are to then complete a comparison, using the template on the page. 
The Crimes: 

This page is a summary of the crimes the Ned Kelly (and his Gang) committed. Students are to read the information contained on this page, paying particular attention to the punishments Ned (and others) received for these crimes. The teacher should make it apparent to students in the beginning of this activity that they need to be interpreting this information in regard to contemporary society.

In the after-reading questions, students are to question whether the crimes he was accused of are as horrific as they are made out to be, whether his punishments were fair, and when compared to the punishments sentenced in contemporary society (15 year for murder as opposed to hanging), whether the times have changed. 

The most important element of this task is connecting Ned’s world in the 1800’s to the world in which the students now live in. 

The Armour:

As part of the overall objective of the website, improving not only the students’ historical knowledge of Australia (Ned Kelly in particular) but also literacy concepts of their learning, the armour section aims to do just this in a way that is appealing to early high school students.

The engagement with the linked video attributes the website with appeal to young students who are more eager to visually learn through media and brief text rather than paragraphs of seemingly dull script that can often kill the interest they have in a topic. The lack of reading however is not negligible to literacy improvement, as there still remains some text in this section and their need to structure an argument for pros and cons of the Kelly armour is beneficial to improving coherent and persuasive writing. Through the addition of a ‘design your own armour’ activity, the enjoyment most younger aged students experience in more artistically focused  tasks will also increase their willingness to participate in the literacy oriented goals in the ‘pros & cons’ activity.
Hero or Villain:

This activity is the culmination of the website’s main purpose, which is to make the students conclude whether Ned Kelly should be regarded as a hero or a villain. The page presents two opposing quotes, which both show Ned Kelly in a different light. Students must decide which one they feel is correct and prepare an argument supporting their view. It is up to the teacher to decide whether this preparation can be prepared in groups (i.e. 3 people who all believe he is a hero) or if the students individually submit their opinion in a short essay. 

This website is based on the idea of a classroom debate, so the students are encouraged to prepare an argument supporting their view and then some rebuttal points that could be used to usurp the opposing team/perspective. The students are encouraged to use quotes and information they learned on previous pages in the website. 

Extension Activities:

There are two activities included on this page. The first is a copy of the Jerilderie Letter. The importance of this letter should be explained to students, but it is up to the teacher to decide how much to elaborate on this activity. It is quite a difficult letter to read and understand, and may actually be too difficult for a grade 8 class. The students who undertake this activity simply have to read the letter and create a summary of the letter; it does not matter if it is in bullet points or full sentences.

The second activity could also be used as an alternative to the Hero vs Villain debate, but it depends on what level of technology is available to the class. It is a learning object from Learning Federation where the students pretend they are a reporter, writing a story about Ned Kelly. In order to complete the flash activity, the students need to interview different sources and gather quotes from the interviews. The activity concludes with the students writing a 150 word newspaper article about Ned Kelly. 

